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Mahony Filter Applied to Attitude Estimation and Control of Quadrotor
HUANG Po, MA Yan, YANG Wan—kou
(Automation School, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096, China)

Abstract: The quadrotor has attracts much attention both from research institutes due to its simple aerodynamics and potential
commercial value. Attitude estimation and controller design are two difficult parts of stabilizing the flight of quadrotor. Firstly, an
effective attitude estimation based on Mahony filter is presented. After the IMU sensors’ readings are analyzed and the algorithm
put forward, the filter based on DCM and reorthogonalization applied to a quadrotor is realized. With respect to computation
load and system latency, the Mahony filter performs better than Kalman filter. Associate the attitude information filtered with the
nested PI=PID control technique, the controller has been designed to regulate the attitude dynamics. Simulation results and flight

experiments are satisfactory and the methods have been validated.

Key words: quadrotor aircraft; Mahony filter; attitude estimation; DCM; nested PI-PID

IEAER, B MEMS f2 1848 , i AU BRES LUK TE ) B R AALEOR B B2, PSR AT SRt Feiis 1 R A Je . Do jied
RATEE RN AE T RAT T R R R AT 7R — L8 ANZETGE I S sl R S PRI H A AR R Tl 9, nT AR E
HACE NIEGE M T A 5 T3 AME RIS BUE FE Yz i ohse , B RO D AR (E, HATESGE Bt B A

SRIRVUTERL CAT AR A SS AN A S A, (EUR A TS A SRR 1 D5 v i FH A ok TR AMERE™, DUERE R ATaR
— RS R, A WA o sz R ARG/ N T E R BRSO, NIRRT RIRSh RS fthay 6 1 F
BT BRSSO AR TR0, DA ) o SR DU AT AR 0 A QA TR S U Pl 5 A Pl o S8 il 2 DO g
FLRATAS LI I TAE RO , LB ST AR S8 35 A S A SRR b PRIHCAR SO0 i 2R 5

BRI 2 25 A BE AR P DU AT AR — DB 1 o X PR IBSCRR 3 s AR 0 i o B2 4 B 28 25 A AR S — i WL
AR AE I , B BRSO T AR — B 1] 2 1 B r %, R0 A ) 15 2 I R TR AR A, TR 3 38 310 55 7 5 52 | Mg P i o 7 8
AT, PRI AR A0 P e 5 SRR R S8 25 A 5 BSOS S A AR 2EARR . i BInidt , B AR IR TC TR SR 0 e S AR 5 R,
A A IR PEE N LS AT

IR TRV ER CAT 2R A S 12 SR T 3 F Mahony S48 A T AR PI-PIDP W&l 3% . 17 Sext &51%
JEAS I 7N LA ORI PEEAT T 0 A, ZE LSRR T, AR Mahony DRI E0C7 B, 25 1 17 BT 07 AR 5ZHE B (DCM) A S I 440 52
Bl Mahony JE 72 1 T B AMIBD G AR (I 1R s s AR IR AR S0 O TAR B HIER A9 25 2R 3 1 X Bk
THAAFRIE) DCM BT IE A —FR o X LU RR SIERART, T R/R IR AL T R A a5 TR )i Ko S 8oL 5
BRI AR K, 2555 HBUAE I, Mahony S8 AR TE R AF I 2 A A TR AR SRS 18] 5D N SEi PR A o HER Sl AR T

WA B H:2014-01-15
YEH A 5k (1989-), B i 5T AR A, T B LG @ A DR RAMAES]; BH(1990-) , %, LA FMA R A H 7 4=
(1979-), % , 2 5 kA, SI 44

r=BRERE-R B WHENIEEARER - 1611



Computer Knowledge and Technology B 5138 55 A F105F7H (2014FE3AH)

18 PI-PID i, RAS A IRZ AN R 7 ikl th iz PRI DU AR A TaS , (Ut TR AR B E , E AT TSP LR AN 4 PID
PE AT o R PI-PID F & — APl A PR — LB P R SRR

1 MAEE TR SENRE
VOB AT e ah A — et B, Dy AR R ML B i, R IR EF AEAE R . 7 B kAR — AN LR Bl 4 i
SRS TRES e 7 o) — 2, WP 1 TR 4 B SN B Gt i 1 ) et , ) Zc A T3 i i £ O 1) e o

@

T-D 7

© @
E1 MieE v iTsRSshREEE
P& 1a ZEMATE 0 P nl 3 BUERIRAST , DUANHER S I A7 B T S PR R] 5 181 1b 22 I e A5 e s A7 e s ik 22 (TR TP A
Ml S AR, DUBER CATHMEIR G Z 5015 ] Lo 3R PRI G e S0 4 1 22 (I R R 3 i o v 1 a e 3 ), DUE 3 R TR
32 205 ] 1 I I e 38 [ s 386 KA i, 0 A e 3 [R) Al /NI ol DU 3 KA T B E A2 2 o
2 E-TF Mahony 8 s8F L& M1

LG ARSI BERE RATEHUA 7 60, WU T AL R 3R  WURIZ B2 7 R
0 -0, o

R=RQ, O, =w]= vex(QL,)=w (1)

w= (a)x,w),,w:) FORTERE B EE 5, R FORTEHALFR R T AURR I o X5 T =4S L — 10 i v, FEHARFR R T o, STEAL
AR T Dyt T 2 Vpay = R'v, . o
31 RBINUER ATae iz sl d Jr B AR L e, THR A RARSS B 2 BIRU DR 22 152 , 25 IS B A5 A R (A B 5 R 48
WS AL S R R, AR BA A S B I I8 2 AR 20 R BEASRE S B A LA 5 o7
2.1 fRRESRMEE ST
B D e BT (IMU)— B R BE AR I BE T bR ™ . BESR SO A2, ENLA AR AR 3R LA AR AR AT AR bR 2R 11
LSt
Q =Q+b,+ne(B) (2)
b, FRE RS , B I () AR AR 7 A TR RIS 5 ORI MRS | HATHE T MEMS R 1 B R (TR A BR300
IE R A UA T 2501, 278 AR R UA AR R 2R
a=R(i-ge)+b,+n,<(B) 3
b, FRE RS, LT ANBERT R A28 n, FORMEEMES o FOoRTE AR R R AHUARR I EE . — AR RIS T, o
TER RN EERT ge, , Bl a=~-R" ge, , FEMRSIERT , %
v,=-%~-R"e, )

|a]
ORI A A R S5 R AAR R .
m=R"m, +b, +n, €(B) (5)
m, FRHALGR R T WRESZRIE , b, FRos & FRTEHLREZ T30, m, TR EE W X T R e 2 AR /N1 o DA %
TH i TR 0 7 A AT T, PRI
v, = (©6)

S
WA v, Mo, TG — L5 R BASTHE R,

2 .
R, =arg min (Al‘ez—Run‘ +A2|vm -Rv,

2
Resol3) |

)=~ iR ™

1612 = iHHMIEBRAREAR K=BRERE.-2 B



$£1055E 78 (2014F£3AH) Computer Knowledge and Technology B B&i &I3R 55 A

v, TSR R NIRRT, fR FR HALREASAETE . B A R A, S AR I R E R AR G,
SR AR B TR R T XS A A TS B ARG 5 B/ M R
2.2 Mahony JE K 25

2.1 7 5 LR AR I B T AR T DA — P S AT R, B IR 75 ORI FH e SRS AR S, e
X BRI TRl R — M AR A S AT R, Mahony &% 25 (N 2 B )it e R 5 R ENTZ IR B w224
BT —AMEIE S, IR PLE IS 05 A o PLRAS 38 i 1 e A BE MR A B I Q) I IR, P Z R O BB 42 R
GURLSCI IR A IR RN

1) WA R EH R R=RQ, ~b+k,w), , RO)=R, ®)
2) BURK IR 5 1A b - b=-kw , b0)=bh, )
3) R, 5 R w=vex(P,(R) , R=R'R_, P,(R)= %(R -R (10)
Wy
> W

LG o faep e

R e
B2 Mahony JEil 25 E LR IEIERE
2.3 EF DCM K Mahony J& K 253LH
R — R M523 M (DCM) |, PUSTEE R 1 5k 7R T ) A 5% B ) EL L S FR AT TR B s A A Y TR B R A
SEBR Pl BN AT R R R — IR 2 R EH) R A A IR RS, IR I RS S A AN AR TR, 6 DCM 558 1E 3545
HEAL AR Mahony U8 IS TR AL G

2.3.1 DCM Y IE 3 tRAEL
DCM AJ DLUE il 11, Her AR BRI ] 4 r (0=, y,2) FRARTENURARBR R T, HbARAR 28 HH T xyz AR AR 8 =4~ B [
R"'= (rx,r),,r:) (11
EAAA RN

1) AR or = %rxr,,.

2) fEIE DCM Hi i x, yFll [l 7 =7, 5, r'} -

3) brifEAl LIPS b G AR R = %(3 -
)
)

2
e

rﬂ

Y HHEH B = Xy

5) FHHMIEEALIE I DCM R = (r"x,r"},rnz)
2.3.2 Mahony jE i 83321

A AR R BB IE 1) 5 AU AR &R T MBI 1) B m (CARHEIL) TEHIABAR R T RIS m, = Rm o HHIAEIIAL
R ARAT & Bl [ A MDA R R F 3R N e=Re, o

m, 5 ¢ TEx y VEIEEE A MK m|, = Hm, , ¢ =He H:B) 0 g} .

XA A R BB E T Ry m e, i AT RZ R R S5 RO AR R EENUA AR R T RR N &= ’m Xc"RTeZ o I
A0V VR TR B T 1 , AR R IR BE AR (Y 1] o (2 ARMEIL) RN ) 5 I FENUA MR BR R R RR N d=R"e, SRINMEIEH
{=aXd,

R DL LA 250 Mahony &R A I AR SC B RE Q0T -

D) MEER o, a Flm (FEHERMEL)

2) 140 @ , m FPYRPEEAMGIT R 0 EE IE i ¢ e

3)IRE I e=L +e&

4) ¥ e VR PLEESI A EIA 75 B e B B IE 1) B 8w = (K, + K 1/ s)e

5) HHRBIEE AHEEIH o =0 +éw

r=BRERE-R B WHENIEERRER - 1613



Computer Knowledge and Technology B Bii 138 55 AR

6) A R=RQ, ,#YE o FHDCM
7) %} DCM BLHTIEAS b (WL 2.3.1775)
8) ML FF R B —He i1

E345H K, =03, K,=0.01 i}, Mahony J§i 5 245

oS

o+
=
=
Jm
S

F105%E7H (20144£3A)

Fien Angle, deg

T
Maho
True Pitch

ny Est

B3 Mahony B EESAMEIESAZEIX L
2.4 Mahony &K ST B F/REIEKS (EKF) [b3g
1 Mahony &R (To) 54 JR-RIR S UEWE 2% (T, TR ] (FLAL 2 5)
T, 0.9995 09880 |1.0023 |1.0029 |0.9851 [1.1822 |1.3897 |1.1918 |1.0115
T, 1.8698  |1.8520 [1.8568 |22022 |2.0360 |1.9098 |2.1788  |2.4898  |1.8645

F 1451 T Mahony U8 8 59 R /R S B AR T ) (35 4000 Y255 XF LE , AT LAFE H , Mahony S8 4 2825 Ak A s
] 242 R IR 2 B P I TR —2F , [F] I 3R ] Mahony S8 88 BT A/ N TR AR S 08D &% , BBk RGESEMER$E T
Pl 4 45 1 T Mahony S8 &85 9 R /R 2 UE A L ASAGTHEZ B AY XS o, Rl AT Y R O7 a0 H 54 SRR B — Btk

oy

Mahony JEHgRHEA A" A IR S U8 A HAT A R 2 25 A T RS BE (028 B3 AT R AR T A I ROvE RN T30, PR AR SCR
Mahony JE 3 #F E AR

1614

snony Comsates Wi DES. Aol
Mahony Est
EKF Est.

£ A
=

e

e N T T N R e

2T 4

E3 E G 3 S [ ) 160 28 & &
SN me.
moaes v € KF YA
205
—— Manony Est

) R SRR | S \ EKF Est

B I(\’ rrrrr
E J R T A N
s L
] e S ] B B O e
El
£ oasleeeee- g ----

R
I {J/ !JK bl
B

Tew

363 3%

B4 Mahony fEiK= S5 BFREIRKAFLESMITET L

HHENTIEEARER

r-BrEREZ2 B



$£1055E 78 (2014F£3AH) Computer Knowledge and Technology B B&i &I3R 55 A

3 #xE PI-PID = #l281% 1t

FESET Mahony S8 s HY LM TR i B TS PI-PID il 2R R RUE PURESE AT e A 25 AE o
PID 4555 0F
ul) =K o)+ K. [} e(r)dr +K, dj;) (12)

7 b, K R ICBIREG KOG 28G K, R0 228G « W RGCYRTIN ] e() A2

R R PI-PID #2145 , M504 R AER PID £, 2 9 b DU e 3 AT S RAT i R AR W A 5y ™ e R 8l B B R A9 B A £ JEE
HIRIBE AP, SR se AN UL SE 9 A E , B LIS BE fag B s = S A5 A BE AT PID 4258 o Sl i DO, 2P BB il 48T
S5 20AL , INER A ST A R RE A IR, SRERAR LSS N R A BE IR (. PR S IBHAR R L PR IR DU e 38 AT S B9 -F B8 AT, A B 3

WK s, MRS (E 0, , S PEIRA LA 0 BEATXT LIS LR (EA o P B A 8L E PID 426 5 ) il A 22l Ak B it B0 AL,
PUHCBIOEE PUESE QAT A6 . PR PID S 45 T PO RAT e R AR RAEHI

E5 H#EPI-PID =55 1ERE
ANIR P il 25 B0 5 A ISR 0, O A THd 5 s s i v 55 585 T A 0 M2 (. AMF PLE 2% A 45 100
HIEE O T DURER CAT AR AT AR A UUE . NIRRT LU Y ARER PLAE AR i R EAE I BRI AR S S5 (H, S5 (i
K2 DU AT A %) S R SR

R2 HNRPLIEEGISESE

Bt Ke Ki
{sRul 4.5 0.35
g 4.5 0.35
R3 NI PIDIEHI S
s Ke K Kq
fEAm 0.14 0.015 0.0025
R 0.14 0.015 0.0025

FEASCH BB IR I AR 2 TN 3. 6 45 11 T 7F Matlab/Simulink 05 B 61, R G0 FA0 06 A B M BP- 6007 B (S5 f
NZERE) WY HHZE , IR NI R AR AT A ORI o

RG]

: : —— s
= H H CEEFE
=
= ; : :
= 5 A iy H
= v
= : :
= : :

I 3 = N e

HE
Eo6 RGHVMBABERZIFEMERELER
4 LWTFEESLHRER
SR 5 SR F AT DUBER RATA 5 T 2, ST 5 A A 7, T A AT A ) i O (1 Xbee—
Pro 4T3 (5 -

r=BRERE-R B WHENIEERRER - 1615



Computer Knowledge and Technology B R&i I8 51 A F10BE7H (20145 3A)

4.1 MAEE CITRRAE (4

DUERE & T A (4 6% A, F P IR e A RS TR B AL, AN R 7 s, s AR T R Bk B A s AR
400HZ, & EZ A B RS, IMU LS —Se/ R L B A k. 638 MR 6 PWM {55 45 H TR SR (ESC) , Ho AR PWM
SRR T ARG S A B P A b, Pl R GBI LAR D RE it ADC SRS SR FE IR, I BE T T, s [ B B s 4%
M8 SHZ U 3 UART 3RHR GPS 5 A Fliz sl 5 8, ; S2IH 1 Mahony 8% #e PEA 7 B0 Rl A Al -2 A5 40 BE 5 R 6 550 4 b v ol
PR B ) b A8 A 58 AR R B
4.2 HhTE B

Mo SEBAE AL (PC) Lo B P PSR 8 < a8 (R AR S AT FH P e IR o Ml 1l S L) RE AL - 332 HOK F Xbee—Pro
RN , ST M O R AT 8 IR A 435 A B R T A5 IR 5 S R IR 45 918 2 15 S8R DU e 3R /AT 4 5 o PR St T s 1 %
i C P [

Alt. GPS
BMP085 Ublox LEA6

Xbee-Pro

ADXL320
ADXRS300

E7 L5 T A RIEE

MAG3110

4.3 LIHHER

(&l 8 25 M T R A5 S A A B A I 2505 0, DU AT S A Bl DARASRa 8 , B AR SITE 5 LAY IO 45 H 1 A P IR B
ISAOTE O, SE bR A R RES5 27 0 B R — B, SERTAR /D, 1R IR B BE T 5 , 3 [] HF S R B Mahony 318 5 7 Al £5 PI-PID 45
R AR S AT B

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 920 100
? ? Time [s]

ﬂ_pmm.thA [

W\W’w A

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
? ? [s]

E8 BEBERTESALINEE

27277
Q
S o

60

40F

20} &

? ? [deg]

20 YRS :
-40 i -
o

7?2777
&
o o
e
——
ﬂit
=
;&
—
—

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

9 f RSN R

1616 = IHMIEBRAREAR K=BRERE.-2 B



$£1055E 78 (2014F£3AH) Computer Knowledge and Technology B B&i &I3R 55 A

SREERE

ARICHR 2T Mahony S #1922 ATH MRS PI-PID #7503t B G817 Mahony S8 &% , AT AR SIMER ) 225
vt 7 ELTFSEAE D 1R]XT e A 7Rk S BB A B /D, 0 S il 42 ) RAT @ B SR AAR WA A o TR RAFAO LA TTHER L, 4]
ARBETAR T R AR B PI-PID £, fRe 26, DUBEEE ©AT A% SR PSS IR ER o R 2k ARG e L A W Bt -, S for o
BEFERI A R RAT
B
[1] Mahony R,Kumar V,Corke P.Multirotor Aerial Vehicles Modeling, Estimation and Control of Quadrotor[J]. IEEE Robotics & Automa-
tion Magazine,2012,19(3): 20-32.

[2] FA5, D0 MG AR U e 3 RS I i RGBT B2E 4R 5 TRE,2013,13(19):5513-5519.

[3] Mahony R,Hamel T,Pflimlin Jean—Michel.Complementary Filters on the Special Orthogonal Group[C].IEEE Transactions on Automatic
Control,Europe,2008,53(5):1203-1218.

[4] Mahony R,Hamel T,Pflimlin Jean—Michel.Complementary filter design on the Special orthogonal group SO(3)[C].2005 The 44th IEEE
Conference on Decision and Control. Spain, Serville,2005:1477-1484.

[5] BouabdallaH S,Noth A,Siegwart R.Techniques Applied to an Indoor Micro Quadrotor|{C].Proceedings of 2004 IEEE International Con-
ference on Intelligent Robots and Systems,Japan, Sendal,2004.3:2451-2456.

[6] Hoffmann F,Goddemeier N,Bertram T.Attitude estimation and control of a quadrotor{C].2010 [EEE International Conference on Intelli-
gent Robots and Systems,Taiwan, Taipei,2010:1072-1077.

[7] Chan A L,Tan S L,Kwek C L.Sensor data fusion for attitude stabilization in a low cost Quadrotor system[C]. 2011 IEEE15th Interna-
tional Symposium on Consumer Electronics.Singapore,2011: 34-39.

[8] Hamel T.Mahony R.Attitude estimation on SO(3)based on direct inertial measurements|C]. Proceedings of 2006 IEEE International
Conference on Robotics and Automation. Florida, Orlando,2006:2170-2175.

[9] Diebel J.Representing Attitude: Euler Angles, Unit Quaternions, and Rotation Vectors|EB/OL].[2006—10-20]. http://citeseerx.ist.psu.
edu/viewdoc/download?doi=10.1.1.110.5134&rep=rep 1 &type=pdf.

(E34%15887)
NI, A RO B R KRB A $] 80em , H BRI HARHEZ — @ WUR NI KAE N I, T AANZR 5 2 B FS 6 T4k

2) SR TR (s . i ORI /NI RTIE A T B B3R (AR RTRE R R TR 2, et 25 (it
i, WO ERER RIFEE SME , B IH X, O N TROR AR T AR o BTUAFRATR T8 X — SRR 22 73X AN, 5341,
RIS O IN A 3 Ik YE e AT, A IUE X, AR S TR ZAHE &R, TR T /NS

3) SRHILLAMTH RIS TE . SR FHE T S5 , T B4R MR B 8, 3ORE (0 T Jakeale S s D04 T HE . T AFRATY e ke 78 Sl 4 iy
REI3GE

M FHIVERT G, T LOZR BE 7R A — 2R AL i .

1) FHIZA0 T MBS R B . R AR E A b FEN UGS M L AE TR b o M/ N Bk B — e R e, LT
e ARG T AN KRR [ L, 334 ) R B Je AR RE AR A Y A e

2) HUALER S REAR T, s A e S it i )i HL 25 5 44

3) WO LR R, R R T RR 2

4) BT E AR AT EM:
SE A
(1] XK, FE W, 25 B O A% Bk [ B R L 0] B B0 1] 5:,2011,9(1):101-102.
(2] JERAS, T R AR [ M. A E SO AU b e AL, 2005.
[3] 5KkAF.Protel DXP 5447 FHM]. AL ET: A BB HL HS JiifE,2002.
[4] JEk, 2257 L B TF . 5 B8 4G AR SRR AT Ry et AR TR R 2 A 50 . B 7 7= i 15, 2006,9(5): 139-140.
[5] M8, ZhF6.S12 R HURRH R B A7 T Ri[) . Fo 7= i 1. 2006,28(12):162-163.
[6] B}5 . PID 4 il JEEL——PID J# 35 %5 43-H7EB/OL]. [2012—11-07]. http://www.gongkong.com/company/paper/2—h38e—27¢3638fe52f.htm.

r=BRERE-R B WHENIEERRER - 1617



